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Three local English teachers and the Project Director of Teaching 
with Primary Sources EIU (TPS EIU) presented at the NaƟ onal Council 
of Teachers of English Conference in Boston on how to revamp old 
lesson plans in response to the Common Core State Standards. In their 
presentaƟ on, “Doing More with Less: CreaƟ ng Literature Units with 
Primary Sources”, the four educators created two templates based on 
the PARCC Frameworks, gathered strategies for close reading, included 
essenƟ al quesƟ ons, and showed how to incorporate the Library of 
Congress’s Primary Sources. 
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Kelly Rice, KrisƟ n Runyon, and Kerri Taylor, English teachers at 
Charleston High School, spoke of their experience through the process 
of transforming their previous lesson plans to currently uƟ lized units. 
“We looked at how we teach and what we teach closely to make the 
best use of instrucƟ onal Ɵ me for student success,” said Rice. Dr. Cindy 
Rich, Project Director of TPS EIU, said it was exciƟ ng to present with 
classroom teachers because the audience was able to see the theories 
in acƟ on. “It is one thing to talk about the ideas and another to talk and 
have done it,” said Rich. 
TPS EIU is a program that supports educators in accessing original 
materials in the digital archives at the Library of Congress which help 
them engage learners. “Teachers are busy and want professional 
development that is both relevant and useful. Luckily, the Library of 
Congress oﬀ ers over 39 million digiƟ zed resources so there is something 
related to most any topic you can think of,” said Rich. 
During the presentaƟ on, Rice, Runyon, Rich, and Taylor highlighted TPS 
as a tool to use in the classroom that can be used with the Common 
Core standards. “We wanted other teachers to see that students can 
think criƟ cally about texts with the right tools. Students need to be 
taught how to fi nd meaning in a variety of texts, and the Common Core 
standards allow teachers to approach this with greater depth than ever 
before,” said Rice. 
The NCTE Conference was a valuable opportunity for this group of 
presenters. Rice, Rich, Runyon, and Taylor shared their perspecƟ ves, 
listened to what others had to say about the task of English educaƟ on, 
and noƟ ced a commonality. “No maƩ er what we teach or where we’re 
at, we have a lot in common. We want students to engage and learn 
more,” said Rich.
    
Common Core and Primary Sources
“Teachers are 
busy and want 
professional 
development 
that is both 
relevant and 
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of Congress 
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   - Dr. Cindy Rich  
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Cook, Kerber, Dr. Rhoads, Vanneste
IAHPERD Awards“My main focus 
was ensuring 
that the audience 
was aware of 
the disƟ nct lack 
of knowledge 
regarding the 
safety of aborƟ on 
among those 
surveyed, as well 
as the fact that a 
large porƟ on of 
those surveyed 
responded that 
they used birth 
control to prevent 
pregnancy less 
than half of the 
Ɵ me.”
     
  -Emily Cook
Three undergraduate HST students recently received Student Mentor 
Awards at the Illinois AssociaƟ on for Health, Physical EducaƟ on, 
RecreaƟ on, and Dance (IAHPERD), the state aﬃ  liaƟ on of the naƟ onal 
health organizaƟ on. In order to receive the award, students had to 
conduct original research on a health topic and give a professional 
poster presentaƟ on at the state conference. 
“This experience fi ts well with the university mission to support 
undergraduate research and is an impressive accomplishment 
because our students are selected against graduate students who are 
compleƟ ng master’s level work. The students are given an opportunity 
to present to professionals and must give an oral overview of their 
research along with a poster presentaƟ on,” said Dr. Misty Rhoads, 
faculty mentor and professor in Health Studies. 
According to the organizaƟ on’s website, “IAHPERD sponsors a student/
mentor program to sƟ mulate the professional development of students 
and to increase student involvement in the associaƟ on.”
Elizabeth Vanneste, Emily Cook, and Amelia Kerber collaborated with 
Rhoads to present at IAHPERD on topics they are passionate about. 
Vanneste presented ‘Drug Use and PercepƟ ons on a College Campus’,
       ConƟ nue on page 4
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ConƟ nued from page 3
 while Kerber presented ‘Depression and College Students’, and Cook 
presented ‘AborƟ on Among Women AƩ ending College’.
“I hoped that the audience took 
away the evolving nature of drug use 
within today’s society. It is incredibly 
important to understand our audience 
before it is possible to eﬀ ecƟ vely 
provide educaƟ on and treatment, as 
well.”
         - Elizabeth Vanneste
Beyond the experience of presenƟ ng at the state conference, the 
students expanded their knowledge on other topics of interest and 
discussed other perspecƟ ves of their own research. “My experience 
at IAHPERD was an incredibly posiƟ ve one, as I was able to network 
with others in my fi eld and also get a new perspecƟ ve on my 
research from health professionals,” said Cook.
This experience is preparing the three health studies students to 
make a great impact in their future careers. Cook is looking to revisit 
her research and go to graduate school, Kerber wants to conƟ nue 
educaƟ ng the community on health, and Vanneste is currently 
in Ghana for her internship experience. “I’ve had some amazing 
experiences here in Ghana already and it’s only my second day,” said 
Vanneste.
 “We are always successful at IAHPERD, but this year I had a professor 
tell me that our three undergraduate students presented with more 
poise and professionalism than any students he had ever seen 
(including graduate students). He also stated they understood their 
research to the fullest extent,” said Rhoads. These students have 
gone above and beyond to gain research experience and knowledge 
in their fi eld. 
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Marilyn O’Flaherty ’55 BSEd in Elementary 
Education, has been named the Lifetime 
Achievement winner this year by Th e Daily 
Journal in Kankakee for her impact in the 
community. O’Flaherty taught in area classrooms 
for 25 years, was the founding director of the 
Exploration Station (a Children’s Museum), 
directed the Newspaper in Education program at 
Th e Daily Journal, and now in retirement plays 
a very active volunteer role at Salvation Army in 
Kankakee, IL.
Debbi Burdick ’82 MSEd 
in Elementary Education 
’93 MSEd in Educational 
Administration, has been 
chosen as the Arizona 
School Administrator’s 
Association’s All Arizona 
Superintendent Award 
winner for Large Districts. 
She is currently the 
superintendent of the 
Cave Creek Unifi ed School 
District, Scottsdale, AZ.
Tisa Mason ’84 MSEd 
in Guidance and 
Counseling, received 
the Robert H. Schaff er 
Award in December 
at the Association of 
Fraternity and Sorority 
Advisors Annual 
Meeting.
Susan (Hynd) Lewis ’86 BSEd in Elementary 
Education, was inducted into Ottawa High 
School’s Hall of Fame, Ottawa, IL, for her 
accomplishments in teaching as well as playing 
and coaching basketball.
Jennifer Gill ’91 BSEd in Elementary Education, 
is the new superintendent of the Springfi eld Public 
Schools in Springfi eld, IL.
Lisa Fedler Swiontek 
’94 MSEd in Guidance 
and Counseling, received 
the Sue Kraft  Fussell 
Distinguished Service 
Award in December 
at the Association of 
Fraternity and Sorority 
Advisors Annual 
Meeting.
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We want to know what’s going on in your professional lives!
Class Notes
Beth Conder ’02 MS 
in College and Student 
Aﬀ airs, is the new secretary 
of the AssociaƟ on of 
Fraternity/Sorority Advisors 
FoundaƟ on.
Edward Mar? g ’02 
BS in RecreaƟ onal 
AdministraƟ on, is engaged 
to Janet Giﬀ ord. MarƟ g 
currently works for 
Northwestern University in 
Evanston, IL as manager of 
aquaƟ cs.
Joseph Havis ’08 MSEd in 
EducaƟ onal AdministraƟ on, is 
the new interim vice president 
of enrollment at the University 
of the Ozarks in Clarksville, AR.
Kallie Adkins ’10 BSEd in Elementary EducaƟ on, was 
married to ScoƩ  Harris in June, 2013, in MaƩ oon, IL. 
She is a fourth-grade teacher at St. John’s Lutheran 
School. 
Jaclyn D’Andrea ’13 MS 
in College Student Aﬀ airs, 
received the AFA and 
CSCF Adele Williamson 
Outstanding Master’s Thesis 
Award for her thesis, “Hyper-
Gender Roles in RelaƟ on to 
Sexual Aggression”.  
2010s2000s
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Myers
Latz
Wishard
Howse
Ozark, Ruben, Sronkoski
2013 Telefund Awards
Caitrin Jones
Th e David Glenn Coon 
Memorial Scholarship
Jessica Howse
Th e Stephen Wayne 
Kennard Memorial 
Scholarship
Elizabeth Latz
Kelsey Myers
Th e Iva P. Miller Special 
Education Memorial 
Scholarship
Mallory D. Kowaleski
Th e Dr. Robert Zabka 
Special Education 
Scholarship
Ashley Wishard
Th e Errett & Mazie 
Warner Special 
Education Scholarship
Jordan Sronkoski
Katherine Ozark
Joshua Ruben
Lincoln Academy of 
Illinois Scholarship
Geena Anselmo
SPE Scholarships
